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For decades the Silesian Voivodship has been predominantly associated with
heavy industry and a landscape of mines and steelworks. Today, our region is
at the peak of its transformation, yet we do not forget its industrial history. We
are opening up to new, environmentally friendly technologies, while at the same
time strongly emphasising that contemporary Silesia is full of diversity.
It is attractive not only for investors but also for tourists who visit us so eagerly
regardless of the season. When visiting Silesia, you will see many historical
monuments and beautiful architecture. If you follow the Technological Monu-
ments Route, you will see how much we have changed over the years. If you go
to the Beskidy Mountains, you will marvel at the natural beauty of the pictur-
esque mountain ranges, and the Krakéw-Czestochowa Jurassic Highlands will
treat you to beautiful landscapes. What is more, excellent cuisine is a sign of our
hospitality. Silesia is a place where everyone can find something for themselves
and will want to come back again and again. Welcome to our region!
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Great stages and chamber venues, multicoloured festivals and sites that recall
our tradition and history. The region’s rich musical tradition has been built
up for decades by recognised brands such as the Silesian Opera in Bytom,
the Silesian Philharmonic in Katowice and the Czestochowa Philharmonic.
The Silesian Theatre in Katowice stages performances that refer to both
the classics and the identity of the region, the Entertainment Theatre in
Chorzow is a guarantee of time well spent and a place to enjoy the world’s
best musicals, the Silesian Museum offers a journey in time to learn about
the Polish paintings of the 19th and 20th centuries and to discover the his-
tory of Upper Silesia, as well as a diversity and richness of numerous institu-
tions operating in the region. For a change, a visit to the Castle of the Princes
Sulkowski in Bielsko-Biata allows us to breathe in the atmosphere of old
elegance, learn more about the history of the city and its surroundings,
and admire ancient and contemporary art. One of the most colourful show-

pieces of the region is undoubtedly the Song and Dance Ensemble “Slgsk”,

one of the oldest artistic groups appealing to our emotions through dance,
singing and the sounds of traditional folk music.
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R G | Tourism

The Silesian Voivodeship is highly diverse in terms of tourism and the natural

environment. Lovers of mountain hiking can explore the beauty of the Beskidy
Mountains. In winter, a large number of ski lifts are available. The picturesque
Krakow-Czestochowa Jurassic Highland is also hugely popular, as it offers
numerous walking and biking routes, monadnocks, fortresses, and castles,
as well as caves and rocks scattered along the Trail of the Eagles’ Nests.
A special festival of the Jurassic Highland, “Jurassic Mania”, takes place
every year, allowing visitors to be transported in time, touch history, taste
the regional cuisine, and rest surrounded by nature. The Upper Oder Land,
an area unique in terms of its natural and cultural values, has lots to offer, too
- especially thanks to the Upper Oder Festival.
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For years, the Silesian Voivodship has been one of the economically strong-
est and most attractive investment regions in Poland. It ranks second
in the country in terms of exports and GDP. One of our strengths is our
well-developed network of roads and motorways, the densest in Poland.
There are six European capitals within a few hundred kilometres of Katow-
ice. From the international airport in Pyrzowice, you can fly to dozens
of cities all over the world. It is a regional gateway to the world, not only
in terms of passenger flights, but also cargo. One of the pillars
of the region’s high position in the rankings is undoubtedly the Katowice
Special Economic Zone, which has so far attracted direct investment
worth around PLN 48 billion, creating almost 100,000 new jobs. But our
greatest treasure is undoubtedly our human resources - highly educated,
ambitious and hard-working employees. There are many universities
in the region, teaching specialists in the key industries, ready to enter
the labour market right away. We focus on new technologies and inno-
vation, and we treat science as an opportunity for further development
and passion, hence our support for initiatives such as the Silesian Science
Festival Katowice, which presents the entire range of its colours, potential
and opportunities. We demonstrate that science is all around us.
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Renowned for its achievements in medicine, the Silesian Voivodeship is
home to excellent, specialised medical facilities and companies that focus
on innovation in this field. The District Railway Hospital in Katowice,
which is currently being transformed into the European Ophthalmol-
ogy Centre, is one of Poland’s leading centres for corneal transplants. In
2010, a team of ophthalmologists led by Professor Edward Wylegata
was the first in Europe to implant patients with corneal prostheses made
of titanium and Plexiglas. The leading centre for corneal transplants is
also the St. Barbara Regional Specialist Hospital No. 5 in Sosnowiec.
In February 2024, it opened a modernised Neurosurgery Operating The-
atre, which puts Sosnowiec neurosurgery among the most advanced in
the world. The region is also home to a centre for the comprehensive treat-
ment of burn injuries and chronic wounds - the Dr Stanistaw Sakiel Burns
Treatment Centre in Siemianowice Slqskie. What is more, the voivode-
ship has numerous sanatoriums, including the Goczatkowice-Zdroj Health
Resort, which has been operating for more than 165 years, and the Gen-
eral Jerzy Zietek Upper Silesian Rehabilitation Centre “REPTY".
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A Green Silesia
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Contrary to the stereotypical opinion and long associated with heavy
industry, the Silesian Voivodeship is an extremely green part of Poland.
Forests and green areas cover almost one-third of its total area. The
region has numerous bodies of water and mountain ranges, visited by
thousands of tourists every year. At the heart of the voivodeship is also
the Silesian Park, known as the "green lungs of Silesia”. Covering more
than 600 hectares, this area of meadows, forests, gardens and clus-
ters of unusual plant and animal species was created on a degraded,
post-industrial site and attracts lovers of nature all year round.
An Anti-smog resolution is in force in the region. We are effectively working
to improve the quality of the air we breathe, especially by replacing divices
of heating, implementing ecological programmes and slowly moving away
from coal. We are acting together for future generations, which is best
exemplified by the participation of 80 local governments from the region in
the LIFE project "Silesia. Blue Sky Restored”. This is the largest air protec-
tion project, which provides real opportunity to improve the quality of life.
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The Silesian Voivodeship supports big sporting events that take place
in the region, offering both residents and visitors an opportunity to cheer
on outstanding sportspeople. In recent years, Silesian Stadium has
become an arena where the world’s best track and field athletes com-
pete in the World Athletic Relays and the European Athletics Team
Championships, as well as the Diamond League. At the same time,
the Stadium is open to young and amateur sportspeople who can feel
the amazing atmosphere of the ‘Witches Cauldron’. It was here that
the Polish National Soccer Team secured their place in the World Cup
to be held in Qatar. The arena always attracts large events and the cheer-
ing of thousands of spectators is a guarantee of amazing experiences.
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Industrial Monuments
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The Silesian Voivodeship is proud of its industrial roots. The region offers
the unique Industrial Monuments Route, which is the only industrial
tourism trail in Poland. Currently, the Route comprises several dozen sites
located in 26 locations across the Voivodeship. These include the Black
Trout Adit and the Historic Silver Mine in Tarnowskie Gory, which
are UNESCO World Heritage Sites, as well as the Coal Mining Museum with
the Queen Louise Adit (the only industrial heritage site in Europe to win
the European Heritage Award/Europa Nostra Award). Museums, workers’
housing estates, as well as factories and plants that still operate are also
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located along the Route. Most of the sites have been thoroughly renovated
and serve local communities for cultural, artistic, educational, and social

purposes. Every year, thousands of people take part in the Industriada,
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a special festival of the Route that allows participants to experience the his-

-

tory and traditions of the region in amazing industrial locations.
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